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Solid Waste Management Unit (SWMUs) Requiring Corrective Action



Environmental Justice and West Badin



Largest SWMU areas with buried spent potliner



North End SWMU Area

2019 aerial view from Google Earth



Topography (shape of the land)

North End SWMU Area is a natural valley that was progressively filled in from 1916 to 1968

Red arrows point to sites where spent potliner
was dumped in a valley draining into Badin Lake, 
from 1910s to 1970s

By 1970s, cyanide and fluoride were leaching 
from unlined fill material (in color) into surface 
water and Badin Lake.

1913 topography Estimated fill thickness by 
1970 in color

Map source: Environeering, Inc., Raleigh, NC: “Phase III – Engineering Data Collection for the Corrective Measures Study, Badin Works Facility, 
Badin, North Carolina”, October 31, 2012 



SMWU No. 2: Alcoa-Badin Landfill



2019 aerial view from Google Earth

SMWU No. 2: Alcoa-Badin Landfill



SMWU No. 2: Alcoa-Badin Landfill topography

Red arrow points to natural valley draining into 
Little Mountain Creek 

Estimated fill thickness by 
1970 in color

SWMU No. 2 was a natural valley used as a dump (right), graded between mid-1970s and 1990s (left)



SMWU No. 3: Old Brick Landfill



SMWU No. 3: Old Brick Landfill

2019 aerial view from Google Earth



RCRA Corrective Action remedies 
must . . . 

1. Protect human health and the environment;

2. Attain media clean up objectives; and

3. Control the sources. 



In 1984, Congress noted that 
“classes of land disposal facilities are not capable 

of assuring long-term containment of 
certain hazardous wastes, and to avoid 

substantial risk to human health and the 
environment, reliance on land disposal should be 

minimized or eliminated, and land disposal, 
particularly landfill and surface impoundment, 

should be the least favored method for 
managing hazardous wastes”

42 U.S.C. § 6901


